
 
Pike County Board of Appeals 

Minutes 
May 21, 2015 

 
 

The Pike County Board of Appeals held its scheduled monthly meeting on May 
21, 2015, at 7:00 pm in the Pike County Board of Commissioner’s meeting room located 
at 79 Jackson Street, Zebulon, Georgia.  Members present were Bonnie Byrd Gardner, 
Meredith Sorrow, and Leslie Ratliff.  Chairperson Ron Snowden and Vice Chairperson 
Brent Taylor were not present.  Also present was David Allen, Director of Planning and 
Development, who recorded the meeting.  Several members of the public were present. 
 
I. Meeting was called to order by acting Chairperson Meredith Sorrow at 7:00 

p.m. 
 
II. A motion to approve the agenda was made by Leslie Ratliff and seconded by 

Bonnie Byrd Gardner.  Vote 3/0 
 
III. A motion to approve the March 19, 2015 meeting minutes was made by 

Bonnie Byrd Gardner and seconded by Leslie Ratliff.  Vote 3/0 
 
 A motion to postpone approval of the April 16, 2015 meeting minutes was 

made by Meredith Sorrow and seconded by Bonnie Byrd Gardner.  Vote 3/0 
 

IV. New Business: 
 

Public Hearing: 
 
SE-15-06 – James Quentin Evans, property owner and applicant, is requesting a  
special exception in an A-R zoned district to allow for a trailer / camper to be used 
on his property for personal recreational use. The subject property, located on 
Chapel Hill Road, currently has approximately 773 feet of frontage along the 
eastern side of Chapel Hill Road.  The property is located in Land Lot 25 of the 2nd 
District of Pike County, Georgia.   The property consists of 49.73 acres and is 
further identified as Tax Map Parcel #062 043. 
  
David Allen provided an overview of the situation, and Mr. Evans was present to answer any further 
questions.  We first noticed the camper on the property a few months ago and informed Mr. Evans of 
the need for a special exception request.  He agreed to try to make it right and applied for the special 
exception.   
 
Mr. Evans said that his Pike County property is next to the Methodist Church on Chapel Hill 
Road.  The land has been in the family for 30 years.  They have managed wildlife on about 35 
acres, and they have food plots there for deer and turkey.  They come to the land 1 to 2 weekends 
in the spring and in the fall.  In the past, it has been just the men of the family, but they want to 
have a camper there so that the wives and children would feel comfortable too.  They would pull 
the camper in at the beginning of the season and take it off the property at the end of the season.  



Mr. Evans had planned to put a permanent storage barn on the property, but he recently had two 
incidents of vandalism on the camper and other equipment on the property, totaling about $5000.  
He may be reluctant to do the building now. 
 
A Board member asked about waste disposal.  They use a porta-john when they are down at the 
property.  The camper also has a holding tank, and the waste is dumped at a facility off of the 
property.  Mr. Evans may put in a septic system in the near future.  There is currently no well on 
the property.  There is a power pole and light on the property, per a permit obtained in December 
2014.  Mr. Evans was also reminded that he needs to renew his permit every year, per Section 
156.43 D (12).   
 
Fred Walker, a neighbor, spoke in favor of the request.  He said that the Evans family was good 
people.  There was also a “in favor” statement from another nearby property owner in the Board 
members’ packets. 

 
No one present at the meeting spoke in opposition to the request.  A nearby property owner (who 
lives in another County) called a few weeks ago with concerns about the Chapel Hill area 
changing character, but she never did send me a letter or statement (as of the meeting time). 

 
A motion to recommend approval of the special exception request with the 
required Zoning Code stipulations (Section 156.43 D (12)) was made by 
Bonnie Byrd Gardner and seconded by Leslie Ratliff.  Vote 3/0 

 
V. Discussion:  None 
 
VI.   Adjournment:  7:18 pm 
 

A motion to adjourn was made by Leslie Ratliff and seconded by Bonnie 
Byrd Gardner.  Vote 3/0 
 


